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IT Business and Startups In Korea 

Course Description: 

A course in Korean start-ups; including discussion of Korean venture capitalism, conglomerates, 

political, social and marketing vis-à-vis start-ups. 

 

Course Objectives: 

The course is designed for those who work in a career related to international and global business 

as well as those who seek a broadening of their knowledge in this growing and vital area. The 

course will combine a specific regime of academic pursuit and practical know-how. 

The objectives of this course are... 

1.  Introduce students to the contemporary issues in Korean business culture that illustrates the 

unique challenges faced by managers in Korea’s highly competitive business environment. 

2.  Cover a broad range of business related issues from an interdisciplinary viewpoint and 

emphasizing the key concerns of Korean multinational and start-up corporations. 

3. Assist students to develop a truly start-up perspective rather than just a multi-national 

corporation (MNC) viewpoint. 

4.  Encourage students to integrate into their thinking the importance of start-ups, ecosystems, 

incubators, and technological change. 

5.  Develop knowledge and skills to analyze cross-cultural variables and their  

impact on start-ups and economy. 

6.  Meet and learn from CEOs and business elites from Korean start-ups. 

Learning Outcomes: 

After successful completion of the course, the class should be able to: 

1. Develop an understanding of important start-up terms and concepts. 

2. Identify the role and impact of cultural variables in the Korean start-up ecosystem. 



3. Learn about how start-ups are changing and influencing MNCs. 

4. Recognize the impact of technology in opening up global markets and changing the ways in 

which start-ups are conducting business with the world. 

5. Develop a truly global approach in identifying, analyzing and solving problems. 

Prerequisites: None 

Text: 

Reader 

Measurement of Learning Outcomes:  

Written report or group project: One worth 40%.  Your written report or group project and 

participation are the net sum of your grade: the written report and group project because they 

afford an opportunity to analyze and think critically as an individual or team.  You do not have to 

do both the written report and group project (it is one or the other).  The paper is a 5-6-page 

typed written report related to start-up issues (this paper is done individually).  The group project 

is a 20 minute-oral presentation given by “all” group members that is start-up related.  Project 

papers and power points are due on the last week.    

Exams:  Are worth 20%.  You will take a midterm and final exam this semester.  The midterm 

exam is taken on the eighth week and the final on the last week of instruction.     

Attendance, Participation and Citizenship*: Is worth 40%.  If you are late, you are considered 

absent.  After 3 absences, your grade will be reduced a half grade, e.g. A+-A.  Being late for 

class is a class disruption and shows “zero” consideration to other students.  Absences and 

tardiness will only be excused if you have a proper letter or have made arrangements with me 

prior to the absence or tardy. 

In addition to my lectures, you will have lectures given by start-up CEOs-these lectures are an 

important part of class.  They will inform us on their company’s industry and structure. Given 

the importance of these lectures to the overall course, attendance is mandatory.   

Method of Evaluation: 

Project: 40% 

Exams: 20% 

Participation: 40% (class and guess speaker attendance and citizenship*) 

Method of Assigning Letter Grades: 



A+ Outstanding: 95 and above 

A Great: 90-94 

B+ Very good: 85-89 

B Above average: 80-84 

C +Average: 75-79 

C Average: 70-74  

D+ Below Average: 65-69 

D Poor: 60-64 

F Failure: 59 and below 

Class Schedule 

Session 1: Introduction 

Session 2: Comparing Korean MNCs to startups 

Session 3: Creative Economy 

Session 4: A startup CEO guest speaker 

Session 5: Comparing older startups with new ones 

Session 6: Coupang, Yello Mobile etc. 

Session 7: Venture Capital 

Session 8: The Korean ecosystem’s future 

 


